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AHATSISTARI A WAR HERO AND SAINTLY MARTYR.

On Eagtersunday, 1642, the small mission church of Fort Ste. Mari
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exultaﬁf with joy over the glorious gurrection of oOur

get, to itsAbgst,asntojdecoration was overflowing th devout worshipers
‘ i

Lord Jesus from the grave. It was holding a solemﬁ Divine Service at
which one hundred and twenty newly made Christians from the precgﬁing
day, were admitted to the Sacred Banguet of the Lord for the first time
in their lives, making thue their Pirst Holy Communion ceinside wi th %k
their first Easter duty. That was at the epoch of glorious aqhievement
in the field of apostolate amongst the Hurons'.

But the great pity for thie worthy indian nation is that thie
happy and prosperous period of ite religious history had been so soon
a fact Bf the past. It came to a most lamentable end a few years later
in 1649, the year of its complete collapse as a nation, brought about
by the fate of a most ganguUine&ry warescecececcaces : —

Among thie reg;esentative group of neophytes of ghat Easter;Sun-
day Jjust mentionnedfiworthy dieciples of guch Apostles ag de Brebeuf, !

Daniel, Lalement.etc...the most conspicueus of all was Ahééistari, nur-

named Eustache at his baptiem...the Hero of this narrative...

Ahateistari, by hig warring exploite vrevious tv his bvaptiem

ag a christian he WER &

had gained for himself a legendary fame, and now ATEEP"HTE BEPEYER"HE"

wag afterward

wag during the short time™H® piven to ive, to illustrate himself by

& gingular ardor in the gervice of God, by his devotednesgs to the Nigs-

lonaries and hig fearlege sttitude under the fires of the Iroquoig,in

which he expired with all the gaintly dispositions of a true nartyr of
Chrigt. |

| ——




brought hem in bonde to his countrx...
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sedmdly digpogitions-of-a~wealmariye,

The Relation of the time gays of him: "Son courage et les ex-
ploits 837uR-488IA8RUY-BLFE qu’'il accomplit tous les ans le font pass-
er pour le plus grend guerrier qui goit dans tout le pays."

The description that follows of two of hie many gallant deeds
in war ghall suffice to give an idea of his valour as a warrior...

"Tess than one year ago", says the Relation of the time,"while
in campaign, hazard placed him in confrontation with an army of

three hundred Iroquois. He fought them with only fifty men under

hige command. Ag soon as Ahatéistari began to shoot, the Iroquois war-
riors took to flight, asized with fright, as if the arrows coming forth
from the Huron chief's bow had been so many ignite shafte hitting them,
esueh were thelr gwifness and directness. Those who persisted in resigt-

ing, gained but being caught as presoners by the vainquishing hero who

Tater in the same sammer season while in a cruiqe on the big lake
that lies between his country and that of the Iroquois, (lake Ontario)]
ag the cronicle of the time gives it--our warriér happened to sight a
large fleet of iroquois canoes actually in full speed toward him.

Hie companiones' first ggught wae for the flight and would have been
guick to it too, but electrified by their Chief who then cried to $hEs

them: "not so! camarads, not eo%....LeJE go gtraight todghem":v

b2 e rF

As quick as told, the, executed the command. The moment they were rea-

dy for the hand to hand fight, Ahatsistary,was by & marterly junping
feat into the Iroquois chief's canoe which he had marked by fthe gize
and equipment...Then the firet man he reached had hie scalp spliftten
by a stroke of his &xe, and right after two more men of the same canoe

were precipated into the Lake by & sheer swing of his right arm.
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A moment after ke himselfﬂgz?;een floundering in the liquid element wi
with the rest of the occupants whom he had carried demuwthere behind
him/by cauging the boat to capesize--now swimming with one hand, he
stfikes and méssacres with the other all those within reach.

The other canoesg émazed at thé® unsuspected display of such
a hereulean valor, the like of whiech they had never witnessed,
geeing themselves vanquished by anticipation sought £% a rapid fu-
gitive coursevg place of security in the far distance égainst that
guperhuman foxee. :

Meanwhile, our hero réturned to his own canoe and started for

g by Aeppeaitty o LA
those who were still in the ILake and e i

ay

4nﬁﬂr,4ﬂ==n,44fter rescuing“he brought“prisoners in his country--e-
} :

dicpose—es tiwem se—eueh...

~HIS CONVERSION-

Thig men, Ahatsistari, was born & warrior. War was for him
1ike the breath of his soul, as also hig whole life had been a & €~
ries of combats.

But a thing worthy of note in thie famous barbarian wae that
hig warring humor instead of interfefing with his becoming a Christia

help in bringing about
d1d but HHUWHH hie conversion, as we ghall see Dby the following

account.

S e m———

This Huron warrior, worthy of the antique. Heros of Rome and Car-
txagev-it must be remarked, was subjected to &« long period of probation
before sdiisetsn to Baptism...not that he ever was inwardly adverse to
the ChristianFeith, since he took from the beginning & real concern in

the true Religion--guch concern &g to prompt him to apply for Baptism wd

2

ight then and maintainedtﬁis attitude without faltering, none the les

o+

he Miggionaries were barring him from the ritualietic entry of the ©
Chuch. They differed his Baptism because of certain pagan practices of
an idolatric nature to which he adhered and would not readily give up,
glthough otherwise affording in hise moral conduct nothing why he should
not be accepted as a fit cadigate to Baptism. Bt last after yearscaef.
patient expectation duely termingted byraccourse of instructions.assa

crowning to hi® j,formation previously acquired,
exowning that last/the whole winter,during which
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preparation, durimpewhich -the aspirant's renunciation having been
gatiefactorily demonstrated, Ahatsistari wam then allowed to present
himgelf with the other Catechumens at the Misgion Ste Marie for 8
final test,. Accordingly on the day appoiuicd,was he aden ot the.
miggsion amonget the other aspirants. His answers to the questione

proved satisfactory eince he came out with a favorable judgment &4

in favowr ¥ hie afmission to the &acrament to beradpinigtered:

1

two days “hence=ien HoTy Saterday.

Before preceeding any farther with our Hero , let us take heed
tagt:

Al i

of what was revealed of his past 1life as a result of nis&exahination.

LY

Incidenﬁ}y with other questions the Prieet-;:zgzzggéz; him ag to his

inner feelings relatively to the Sacrament of Baptism. Our con-

spicuous catechumen answered to the Father in a way that although
typical, was a true revelation of his soul and at the same time a
convineing plea in favor of his admission to the sacrament of Re-
generation.

"I have thé Faith deeply set to the bottom of my heart," he said
to the Father, "my demeaner during the whole winter is a sufficient
~ guarantee of the Qgéifﬁyof my worﬂd. In a few days I must start again
for the war; now if I happen to be killed during.the combat, while
still a pagan, where shall my soul go?"

"If you could see through my heart as clearly as does the Master
of our lives you would have already ﬁade me & Christian a long time
and so the fear of hell would not be haunting me all the time, but
gspecially when by affronting the enemy, I expose myself to death.

What shall I do then if you do not baptize me? I cannot baptize myself.
A1l I can do is to declare sincerely to you how I yearn to become‘a
Christian, and after that if my soul happens to fall into the hands of
the devil for dying unbaptized the fault shall be onto you. Anyway,I

ghall never
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gtop praying to God now that Iknow Him,iﬁ%rhape He will have mercy

on me, since He is, ag you say

more still tnén "the Blackrobe.

» 80 kindly disposed tcward men, even

“How and when did you PICK ¥R your first fhought of embracing the

n

Faith in eome future time in your 1ifg@sked the FPather?

"Long ago, even before the coming of the Blackrobes B et aume oA

the enswer was, "I have been many times preserved from peril wherein

most of my camarades periched...I knew very well, it wae not by myself

if I were tThus verued from danger} my inner conscience was telling me

that a certain Genius morc powerful than any of tuose who are familiar

to my compatrjote, and whom I knew not, was ageleting me with his gav-

R e nuaNER Y.t -
"While the Hurons were at

dreame, on my part I was convi
were but senseless aberations-
=~ "But the moment I heard o
‘are preaching and what that Je
cognized Him and resolved to a
war, morning and niéht, I reco
gure, came all my victories..
you to baptize me, so that aft
toward me onto salvation.”
After such a plea it woul

refusal such a heavenly marked

E}IBEEIH&‘EEE’EEéI?kESSE‘IHZi‘EE\ELe1r
nced that all their faneiful theories

-1 knew nought else beyond that.

f the great God that. ye, Black-Robes,
gug Chriet had done on earth, I re-
cknowledge Him all my 1ife. Going to
mmended myself to Him. PFrom Him, I am
In Him I believe. In His Mame I agk of
er my death this Jesus might 5e merciful

d have been criminal to afflict with a
goul, and the Father either could by

no means think of _enyaggéhim.t§s=ﬁa-aneé;£t=-£a;;;sﬁny longer;‘ezl
I 70
@*ﬁﬂfﬁﬁ/ our hero as baptized very few daye after if not even on the foll-

lowing%qgn Holy Saturday, toge

ther with that substantial batch of Hu-

rons, aeg described in the begirning, making together their firet Holy

s o
Communion on the Raster Sundaynﬁdﬁjowigé their baptism.
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Bustache wor the name—Shitimbid-tben—5iret called by the
officiating.pr&eﬂ%-ea—poar%ng—vu:hie/fg:ghe&é—the~3aptismal Water

that ma&e him & Christian at the Baptismer teremony. He-made his

CE Y N 0 0 o o . .

fires Holy Ceommani ot © =t o OW @ ’ the 2 day 38

In the same week, our neophyte Eustache (name given him at his
baptism) was already starting with a few other Huron braves, militar#%

equipped, to joiglgroupq already gone ahead on the war—path...

AHATSISTARI'S CAPTURE AND DEATH.

On the thirteenth of June of the year 1642, a flotilla of
twelve canoes mounted by forty sturdy Hurone, was pulling off on
the small river running at the foot of Fort Ste Marie, en-route to
Quebec. The voyage, especially at that time was beset with dangers,
greatly exposed to eventual attacks by the lurking Iroquois always
in readiness from their leirs to open fire on travellers.

Nothing but extreme necescsgity could motivéae a voyage in such
circumstances. The Migssionaries were in dire need of new supplies.
For two consecutive years already, in consequence of that hateful
gtate of hostilities, all communications had been cut off with
Quebec which was then the unique provisoning base for all the indian
Misesions in thies part of the country...notwithstanding that, as they
were g0 hard %Eie%gd/’over there,they had to go. Accordingly the &
crew wasg aﬁ?%§§g€f§¥wéhristiang Hurone taken ﬁdéﬁwémongﬂzhe bravest;
those who volunteered were ready to sacrifice even their lives for
the success of the undertaking. In definitive the whole flottllé
wae placed under the captaineship of our neophyte Eustache Ahatgis-
tari as the best reputed M& in every bga:d) and ainl’y for his

espet

bravery and military hability.



Jogues wug the ocne wissionar, rSriest chosen to &ccowpan, the
traveless, beiug sent L, .he Superior of the Huron Missione to act

in hie name at Quebec, and negotiate down there the affairs of the

Missions.

They succeeded in their way down to reach Quebec without having
to record any incident with the enemy .

After fifteen days of bueinese transactions, the flotilla was
on ite way back laden with supplies mogtly for the Misaiona@$e86~*ﬁ@m

B

2 party was cbeerful} counting /1MﬂL their devout confidence’ apentthe —
féme heavenly protection fer a happy return to their country.,
The travellers had ascended the St. Lawrence up to Three Rivers

(nifrety miles above Quebec)

and even pasced that town for thirty miles when they were surprised

by an ambushed party of Iroquois waiting for them. Under their

gudden volley of -~ ‘deadly shoté..., eonfusion first set in amonge/

the Hurons travelére, and then rout followed soon after. -

The few braves only who afforded resistance in the panic could by no

méLng” stgtain the shock;lthe dlgaster wes RGCRENG - SANLL  a
sock"the disarter was complete as an effect of the suddenness and violen-
? = o ‘

ce of the onslaught,..the result most lamentable...

Apartl #hose who escaped by running away through the woods,all fell:

into the hande of the attackers whoomade them war captives..Twenty out of
b

fourty were involved in the same calamit%end ini- face Of the same awfal

Among those captives, to mention a few namel, the most conspicuous
was the JeSuit Jopues, '"After-him cfme René Goupil(a Donné)volunteer domes-
tié) who wag # hisg captlvity %he crown of Qainthood in dying a martyr at
the hande of the Iroquois. In third place let us name he with whom we are

primerily interested, tur Hero, the vallient Ahatsistari...All these for-

P ————

o Ming with their companions a group déstined to wast po
‘geible fate on eartggt the hands of their captors. They were tht]g hognd ag
war captives and as such, Iimmediately subjected to tortures inflicted by
which; nainous and vindicative savage ‘masters set loose against them...(I)
uged to afflict their vietime with after holding them and right on the way
One can read in 3t.Jogues® life al the details of thehorrible tortures

Saint Jogues and hic part; hed to suffer on the way to the Iroquois

4 (%
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THE MARTYR.

In this momentoug circumstance and fierce encounter just des-
eribed, it would seem that Ahatsistariygv;tar had grown dim, even
altogether eclipsed since He wae then for once defeated, and by hie
capture reduced now to & complete disability. ‘

Events under the firmament of the heavens have gometimes strange
and incomprehensible turns. A men's destiny is quickly changed and
for the gaintly individual it is alwaye for hie better good or
superior advantage even if apparently or according to the vigible
world they spell catastrophe, humiliation,6 amd sufferings, miseries,
etc. It was so for our hero.

The great God of Heaven who Had presided over his military
guccess gince his youth has equally presided his defeat for hie greate
glorification--i. e. to place him under another guiding star of a more
sugétantial lugtre...to make him gshine henceforward as a Christian
Hero and ag & wonder to to all by hie superhuman endurance, humili-
ty and firmiﬁ%yin the abyeé of woes wherein his hellish foes have
now plunged him,

PMirest, let it be said for Ahatsistari'e lasting military reputa-
tion that hie bravery was the cause of hie capture. Ae he had been

the firet on the defence and the most advanced to the front, so has

he been the firgt to be caught.



Let us quote what hie holy companion and Father in Christ,

Jogueg, wrote qf him in this connection.

"At last they brought to shore this brave Christian captain
ﬁamed Eustache Ahatsistari, Enfin on_amenawee—brave~caprtatne
chretien, Eustache; who as he saw me, exclaimed; "leguel m'ayent appe:
reu s'eeri+e; AH.. mon Pére, je vous avalg Jjuré-gue je vivrais ou me-
urraie avee-vous. (I had sworn unto you that I would sasbainthe
> Tfwe or die with you." '

"This eight,” continues the Holy Missionary, "transpierced

my heart. I gpoke a few worde to him, but I do not remember what I

told him then. "
. Among &ll our Huron captives," always according toa{ogues,
"the moet illustrioue, was the valiant Eustache.”
As an excege of tortures above those exercised against the others
(as‘described above) he, (Eustache) had both his thumbs cut off, and
the dolorous amputation finished, had & sharp reed introduced into the

Lo 4 hear

ghastly cute and madéjkthrough the fibere and werves of his forearms

up to albowe.
+pr—

The Holy Jesuit seeing such cruelty could not withhold higﬁtor-
ture#dmight interpret these tears in the eyes of his good Master as an
effect of fear for himself, forgetful of his own tofturee, he told
them in defense of the Jesuit's reputation that the tears that were
filling hie eyes emerged from his heart through sympathy for him as
their unique caunse, not at all drawn from any fq@ling of fear.
"For," as he gaid, "You can bear testimony that you have never seen,

him ery or weep in hie tortures, nor his face lose any thing of %hgiﬁe
gerenity." : ‘ :
+4;j€;;;;wthat were rolling down hie éheeke from hig flooded eyes a8 »=

_q¢ @ great was his compaseion for the sufferer.

Hpon noticing the fact, the heroic patient, fearing that his
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Upon thisg, the future saint and Martyr replied to his dearest
friend and disciple: "In fact, although my sufferinge are immense,
they are not so painful to my body as thine pitiful condition is to
my heart....Courage!| deareast friend, He to whose eyes nothing passss

hereafter What

unnoticed shall know how to reward #hsséeeféllﬁthou art suffering now
on earth for hig love."

£I am keeping memory of these many fortifying truths of our holy
religion, replied Eustache.‘ it ie why I will stand firm onto deat}L."

In fact, his con8tancy has been always admirable, and his

endurance superhuman, (Relation 1647, Page 48, 492

The day prior to their capture, while at Three Rivers, as if
moved by an&(innerfprjmonition of the tragical fate that was awaiting
them, the whole Huron scuad agreed in having a fraternal reunion, a
kind of revival meeting in which, after going to confeesion, they

exhorted themeelves mutually in the Lord, in order to dispose their

gouls to meet bravely with any fate or calamltathat mlpht befall them on
e ivlr long lourney homewsrd, = =~ = o

The way these good Hurone ac*ed in the circumstance remind one

of an assembly of early Chrigtians placed in face of their persecutors,
exhorting each other to martyrdom.

"Let us remember, dearest friendes," broke out one of the most re
commendable for his age and virtue, "We did not embrace the Faith to
be preserved of all eviles on earths...., but té gave our soulg and to
be happy up above in Heaven..?and continuéd on that stirring theme

ap to the end of hies harangue, after which they all swore fidelity to

God. Then they started, cach at at a tumm, to speak out his own fer-

VePIYD ., .
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Soon it was Ahatsistari®to speak;“Could it be".He began," that
any of us ever happened to give up believing in God, were he even to

suffer burnts unto death at the hands of our enemies' As for me,

"If I ever happen to 1;117££¥;~££e hands of the Irégaois, I cannot
expect to escape alive, but before they put me to death, I ghall agk
them: What do those Pale-faces (meaning the Hollanders) who are coming
from beyond the seas into your country bring you 211 the time, gunshot
powder, knives and the like.

Yes, I ghall tell them, these pale-faces, do not love you, for
they withhold from you the most precious of all merchandises which
the French give us without selling in announcing to us an Eternal
life..+A god who made the universe, a fire down below prepared for all
those as would not honor“ﬁim...a place of happinese in heaven, an
everlasting abode of our immortal sould@ and our bodies that ghall arise
impasegible on the great Resurrection Day. After that I shall also tel:
them that on the::e:?i%he ie laid the object of my consolation and per-
geverance. They may then let loose against my body all the instruments
of their cruelty, they shall be able to drain my life with my blood
from my body, but to eradicate from my heart the thought that after
my death I shall enjoy en ififinit¢ happiness beyond the aky, they
ghall never succeed.

At thie point of hie harangue, Ahatsistari shifted hig discourse
to one of the auditore in particuiar-~—-0har1es Teondatgaa, an intimate
friend of hig!

"Dearest friend,"™ he began, "If God's will ig that I should be
caught and that you should éscape once back to our dear country, I beg
of thee to approach my brothers and my parents and other relatives and
thou tell them that if they have some love for me, and if they like
their souls, let them embrace the Faith and adore that Divine Mafesty
which ie invieible to our eyes, but makes itself felt in the innermost

part of any one'sg being.%nﬂy he doeggo much as to open hisg eyes to

bl " ‘ :
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